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The response to the challenges human beings face differs based on various factors. Each written story presents characters that continually face many challenges. These characters tackle these challenges differently. Each story presents lessons intended for the audience to learn and understand. Each story has its own set of lessons, which may be either similar or different from another story. However, the stories, the man who was almost a man and where are you are going and where have you been?  Share the same insights. These stories concern two teenagers who face a different set of challenges concerning growing up and entering into the adulthood phase. This paper analyzes the lessons learned from the responses these characters have to the challenges and the opportunities presented to them in the story. 
In the story, the man who was almost a man, Dave, the protagonist of the story is an average teenager struggling with the ideologies of growing up and desiring to receive respect since as he grows into a man (Wright 499). He embodies not only the frustrations but also the impoverishment of Black people who lack the opportunities they desire. The author presents the experiences of Dave as normalcy. The reason behind this is that Dave seeks a certain level of independence and maturity despite lacking readiness for it. Armed with imagination, he seeks the benefits that come with the achievement of adulthood. However, he lacks understanding of the obligations and responsibilities that come with the freedom to make choices. 
The author depicts him as an adolescent in search for the quickest way to enter into manhood. Dave turns his focus on the idea of buying a gun (Wright 504). He does so believe that having such raw power will gain him the automatic respect he seeks. The implication of this is that his fantasies and imagination show the fixation that he has born the misperception that physical strength and the power of life and death in his hands provides him control over power and respect. His impatience see him initiate himself into manhood without undergoing and experiencing the sacrifices that adulthood brings. 
The lesson for the audience derived from this insight pertains to the importance of undergoing the rite of passage the right way. Rushing into achieving something despite not having the readiness required to achieve it bears many consequences. Hence, the audience gains an understanding that time and experience has many valuable lessons that one cannot rush. 
Notably, Dave represents the figurativeness of time. The only opportunity he has pertains to fieldwork since his father does field hand. The author shows that Dave struggles to make ends meet. He does not receive the education as well as opportunities he needs to better his life. The reason behind this pertains to that the white society forbids African Americans from receiving education and better opportunities. Dave feels the overwhelming and harsh nature of his life thus; he chooses to escape (Wright 511). The evidence in this lies visibly in the lies he tells while willingly bending the truth to align more with his desires and hopes. Consequently, the quest he thirsts for adulthood, as well as his escape, enlighten the audience on the shifting tides within society as people seek new opportunities somewhere else. 
Similarly, in the story, where are you going, where have you been? Connie’s cultivated sexual persona thrives when she resides away from both her family and home. The author depicts her as the constant conflict within her family. Like other adolescents, her concerns focus on looks, listening to music, flirting with boys, hanging out with friends as well as the exploration of her sexuality (Oates). She derives more pleasure from men and boys finding her attractive. She continually cultivates a certain dressing manner as well as laughter that appeal her sexuality more.
Nevertheless, the author depicts her mannerisms as temporal affectations. Her behaviors when at home and far from home differ (Oates). She acts differently, when at home and when elsewhere depicting personality split. She hides her sexuality while at home. 
Nonetheless, the arrival of Arnold’s friend at her home forces a violent merge of her two personalities. The implication of this is that the intrusiveness of Arnold into her house unravels her sexuality and finally her family sees her true self (Oates). The audience of this story learns on the importance of truthfulness of self. Hiding one’s true self ultimately collides when a situation forces someone to show his or her true self. 
Despite Connie working hard to prove her maturity, the author shows she lacks maturity. She desperately seeks older men to find her attractive, but once this happens with Arnold, reality terrifies her. She has little knowledge on the realities of adulthood, and its entailments rather her fixations lie with rosy romantic ideologies promoted by popular songs. She attempts to appear not only in control but also unfazed. Nevertheless, she breaks down, and when Arnold overpowers her, she calls out her mother terrified. The lesson the author provides the audience pertain to understanding oneself and accepting one’s level. 
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